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HEARING ON CAN SIZE BILL 


Chairman of Co Conmmittee Indicates That 
Further Data May Be Requested 


Expression of some members of the House Committee on 
Coinage, Weights and Measures during and following the 
hearings on the Sauthoff bill (H. R. 6964) to fix the number 
and dimensions of tin cans used as containers for canned 
fruits, vegetables and milk, revealed their feeling that unless 
the industry itself takes measures to reduce and simplify the 
sizes of containers for at least the staple products legislation 
will be needed to achieve that result. 

At the close of the hearing, Chairman Somers stated that 
the Committee did not have sufficient data at hand for action, 
but he would confer with Committee members and at his 
discretion may reopen the hearings. 

The hearings opened on March 15th with a statement by 
Representative Sauthoff consisting of the introduction of 
letters and resolutions he had received endorsing the prin- 
ciple of the pending bill. The first day was devoted chiefly to 
receiving testimony from those supporting the proposal to 
limit and standardize can sizes for fruits, vegetables and 
milk, the witnesses including George R. Warner, Chief In- 
spector of Weights and Measures of the State of Wisconsin; 
Mrs. Katherine Ansley, Executive Secretary of the American 
Home Economics Association; F. M. Shook, Secretary of 
the Tri-State Packers Association; Charles G. Crockett, 
Deputy Inspector of Weights and Measures, Baltimore; Nat 
Koenig; and C. W. Kitchen and Paul M. Williams, Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 

Other witnesses at the first day's hearing were R. W. Davis 
of the American Veneer Packing Association and Alfred J. 
Thom, Jr., of the Association of American Railroads. 


Representatives of the canning and related industries were 
heard on the second day, including H. Thomas Austern, rep- 
resenting the National Canners Association; Dr. Frank E. 
Rice of the Evaporated Milk Association; Gladden Searle 
and Dr. Wm. H. Harrison of the Continental Can Co.; Dr. 
F. F. Fitzgerald of the American Can Co.; and Charles H. 
Frank of the National Can Co. Before the close of the 
hearing D. E. Montgomery, A.A.A. Consumer Counsel, was 
heard in favor of the bill. 


Evidence was presented by representatives of the canning 
and related industries as to: 


(1) The undesirability of legislation that would make it 
impossible to introduce a needed new size of can without 
first securing an Act of Congress to permit this to be done; 

(2) The changes that have occurred and are occurring in 
consumer requirements in can sizes because of changing 
social and living conditions; 

(3) The need of giving the industry freedom to adopt such 
new or different can sizes as are best adapted to new prod- 


ucts; 


(4) The impracticability of arbitrarily fixing can sizes 


and dimensions without due regard to the character of the 
product packed in them; 

(5) The impracticability of arbitrarily determining the 
shape and size of cans without consideration of either process- 
ing or mechanical requirements in canning procedure; 

(6) The cost, not only to the industry but also to the can 
making and tin plate industries, of arbitrary restrictions that 
would require replacement or expensive alteration of exist- 
ing equipment; 


(7) The progress made by the industry itself in reducing 
the number and standardizing the sizes of cans used for 
fruits and vegetables; 

(8) The protection already given to consumers purchasing 
canned products in different sizes of containers by the re- 
quirement of the food laws that the contents of the can be 
stated on the label in terms of volume or weight; 

(9) The provisions in the newly passed Wheeler-Lea bill 
giving the Federal Trade Commission authority to deal with 
unfair or deceptive practices in commerce, and the pro- 
visions in the pending Food and Drug bill which make any 
food product misbranded and subject to penalty and seizure 
if its container is so made, formed or filled as to be misleading. 


Shipments of Peas on Government Contracts 


The Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation reports the 
following shipments of canned peas out of canners’ hands 
for February: Eastern States, 71,066 cases; Michigan and 
Ohio, 14,000 cases; Wisconsin, Indiana and Illinois, 47,138 
cases. Thus the total peas shipped by canners during Feb- 
ruary on F. S. C. C. contracts amounted to 132,204 cases. 


The report of stocks and shipments of canned peas issued 
by the Division of Statistics on March 16th shows shipments 
for February totaling 1,576,080 cases. The above shipments 
of Federal contracts were, of course, included in this total. 
Shipments to the regular trade therefore amounted to 
1,443,876 cases, which is somewhat larger than the 1,336,117 
cases shipped during February last year. 

In addition to the above, F. S. C. C. shipments during the 
period of March 1 to March 15 were as follows: Eastern 
States, 43,338 cases; Michigan and Ohio, 51,300 cases; Wis- 
consin, Indiana and Illinois, 160,966 cases; or a total of 
255,604 cases. The March shipments on F. S. C. C. con- 
tracts together with the shipments to the regular trade will 
be indicated by the stocks on hand April 1 and will be in- 
cluded in the report issued by the Division of Statistics early 
in April. 


Council and Board to Meet in May 


President Karl Kuner Mayer has announced that 
a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Association 
will be held at the Shoreham Hotel in Washington on 
Thursday, May 19th, and that the Administrative 
Council will meet on the preceding day. 
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UNSOLD STOCKS OF CANNED SALMON 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on February 28, 1938, totalled 2,628,873 cases as compared with 1,336,520 cases on 
the corresponding date last year, according to statistics compiled by the Association of Pacific Fisheries. The figures 
for February 28, 1938, are based on reports from 82 companies producing probably 83 per cent of the 1937 pack, while 
the statistics for 1937 are based on reports from 91 companies producing approximately 99 per cent of the 1936 pack. 
The statistics for January 31, 1938, are based on reports from 89 companies producing 99 per cent of the 1937 pack. The 


foliowing table furnishes details as to the stocks of the different varieties ¢ 


Puget Sound Sockeyes 


Bluebacks 
Steelheads 


Flats 


65 , 532 
2,170,218 
359 , 062 


2 , 628,873 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Wheeler-Lea Report Approved—House Committee 
Acts on Food and Drug Bill 


Congressional action during the past week that is of partic- 
ular interest to canners included: 

Senate agreement to the Conference Committee report on 
the Wheeler-Lea bill; 

Final approval by the House Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee of the subcommittee draft of the amended 
Copeland food and drug bill; 

Hearings on the Sauthoff can size bill before the House 
Committee on Coinage, Weights and Measures, reported else- 
where in the Letrer. 


The government reorganization bill continued as the un- 
finished business in the Senate, while the House spent the 
week in debate on the Naval construction bill. 


The full House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce voted approval on Tuesday of the subcommittee’s 
amended print of the Copeland food and drug bill (S. 5) 
and authorized the filing of a Committee report on the meas- 
ure. This report is not expected to be filed before late next 
week. 


Although at the time this is written the President has not 
yet signed the Wheeler-Lea bill (S. 1077), which was given 
final Senate approval on Monday, it is expected that the pro- 
posal will soon receive his signature and become a law. The 
law will give the Federal Trade Commission control over 
deceptive acts and practices in commerce and power to regu- 
late food and drug advertising. An analysis of the bill as 
it was agreed to by House and Senate was published in the 
Inrormation Lerrer for March 5th. 


Pennsylvania Canners to Meet 


The Pennsylvania Canners Association will meet on March 
23rd and 24th at State College, Pennsylvania. Miss Ruth 
Atwater of the Association’s Home Economics Division will 
speak on “Consumer Desires in Canned Foods.” 


CORN BORER SURVEY 


Prevalence in 1937 as Compared With 1936 
Reviewed by Bureau of Entomology 


Information on the abundance of the European corn borer 
in 1937 has been summarized by the Bureau of Entomology 
and Plant Quarantine of the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture in the following statement which appears in No. 10, 
Volume 17 of the Insect Pest Survey Bulletin: 


“Comparative data on the abundance of the European 
corn borer in 1937 in different sections of the area infested 
were obtained in a survey conducted from August 16 to 
October 1. In the surveyed portions of Michigan, Indiana, 
and Ohio, the borer was as generally distributed and as 
abundant in 1937 as in any previous year of record. Within 
the territory surveyed in these States in 1937, comprised of 
18 counties and 4 county groups, there were 9 counties and 
3 county groups in which populations increased significantly 
from 1936 to 1937, and 9 counties and 1 county group in 
which the abundance of the borer changed little in the same 
2 years. Significant decreases were absent. Damage to 
early sweet corn grown near Toledo, Ohio, in 1937 reached 
economic importance. 

“Although the weather of the 1937 season in the surveyed 
parts of the above region was considered generally more 
favorable to the European corn borer than that of any recent 
year, its effects were offset to some extent by the prevalence of 
late corn and by severe rain and wind storms in some sec- 
tions at crucial periods of larval establishment. In New 
York there was a decrease in abundance in 1937 over that 
of 1936 in the Jefferson Oswego County group, whereas in 
the Albany district approximately the same number of borers 
were present in 1937 as were found in the last survey, made 
in 1935. 

“Along the Atlantic Coast, the borer increased in abun- 
dance in 1937 over 1936 in a portion of eastern Massachusetts, 
in central Connecticut, in southeastern New Jersey, in south- 
ern Delaware, and on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and 
Virginia. The only exception to an increase or tendency 
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in that direction was in western Massachusetts, where a 
significant decrease in borer population was shown by the 
survey. The heaviest populations found in 1937, or in any 
other year of survey in the United States, occurred in Hart- 
ford and New Haven Counties, Conn. The general in- 
crease in abundance along the Atlantic coast in 1937 was 
undoubtedly due to favorable weather, particularly the ab- 
sence of drought. A partial second generation of the corn 
borer continued to occur in Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana, 
and was particularly noticeable in early sweet corn near 
Toledo, Ohio.” 


New Zealand Asks for Home Economics Bulletins 


Correspondence of the Home Economics Division last 
week included an interesting letter from the Kelvin Indus- 
trial Laboratories, Ltd., in Auckland, New Zealand, asking 
to have publications of the Division sent to the director of 
these laboratories. The material was desired in order that 
authentic information about canned foods might be fur- 
nished to a housewives association called the New Zealand 
Women's Food Value League. The letter stated that this 
league has 20,000 members and that the Kelvin Laboratories 
will keep its members informed through a quarterly bulletin. 


The writer learned about the publications of the Home 
Economics Division through an English trade paper “Food”, 
which in its November, 1937, issue mentioned the Division's 
publications. 


Simplified Box Program Approved 


Revision of the simplified practice recommendation 
(R146) for corrugated and solid fiber boxes for canned 
fruits and vegetables, has been accorded the required de- 
gree of acceptance by the industry and has been promul- 
gated as effective from March 1, 1938, according to the Divi- 
sion of Simplified Practice of the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards. 


The original recommendation, which was approved at a 
general conference of producers, distributors, and users in 
1931, established a simplified list of box sizes for use in 
handling the 27 sizes of cans adopted as standards by the 
canning industry, it was stated. 

The current revision establishes a list of recommended 
sizes of boxes covering the inside dimensions based on ar- 
rangement of cans in the box, for the revised schedule of 21 
standard cans as adopted by the canning industry and trade 
in 1937. The original recommendation for boxes carried a 
list of 41 sizes and the revised list shows 26, a reduction of 
15 sizes, according to the Standards Bureau. 

Until printed copies are available, mimeographed copies 
of this revised Simplified Practice Recommendation may be 
obtained without charge from the Division of Simplified 
Practice, National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D. C. 


Standardizing Food Containers 


In an editorial on standardizing food containers the New 
York Journal of Commerce urges prompt action by both can- 
ners and distributors on the recommendation made by the 


Conference Committee at the recent annual convention. The 
editorial says: 


“Packers and distributors of canned foods have placed in- 
creasing emphasis upon consumer education in qualities and 
characteristics of their products. An industry-wide campaign 
for informative labeling was a major step in this direction. 
This is now being followed by a drive to reduce the number 
of container sizes and types in general use. This standardiza- 
tion program is sponsored by conference committees repre- 
senting packers’ and distributors’ owe. In cular, it 
seeks the elimination of the so-called Western No. 2 tin and 
. 

“Substantial progress has been made in the pe toward 
standardization of containers by cooperative action between 
food industry groups and the United States Bureau of Stand- 
ards. The current move would round out this program of 
simplification. 

“Experience in the industry has demonstrated that previous 
steps for simplifying can sizes and types have reduced costs 
and prevented consumer misunderstanding in the marketing 
of canned foods. Such standardization has also given definite 
advantages in promoting mass displays by sy thereby 
facilitating selling efforts. 

“The simplification of canned food containers is clearly a 
forward step which should confer benefits on the trade and 
consumers alike. Prompt action by both canners and dis- 
tributors on the recommendations of the industry's conference 
committees is thus desirable.” 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Week ending— Season total to— 
Mar. 12 Mar. 12 Mar. 5 Mar. 12 Mar. 12 
1937 «1938 1938 1937 1938 


VEGETABLES 
Beans, snap and lima. 82 86207 «66166 4,678 802 
Tomatoes........... 503 935 668 5,225 5,574 
Green peas.......... 41 147 14 801 «1,420 
Spinach............ 569 295 392 5,714 4,764 
Others: 
directly... .. 4,331 5,203 4,489 93,023 93,426 
50 50 64 1,475 2,050 
Indirectly....... 43 18 78 502 486 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic... .. 4,864 5,529 3,375 91,390 89,165 
Others, domestic... . . 112 240 242 18,541 18,749 
Miss Black on Broadcasting Programs 


Miss Marjorie H. Black of the Home Economics Division 
has just returned from a field trip during which she met with 
very interesting groups, including many that the Division 
has not had previous opportunity to contact. While in 
Minneapolis she had a 5-minute interview with Miss Florence 
Layman over station WCCO. Miss Layman has a half hour 
program and interviews two or three people each day. The 
following day Miss Black was the guest of Mrs. Marjorie 
Ellis McCrady, woman's editor of the Minneapolis Journal, 
on her 15-minute program over station KSTP. 


One evening in Minneapolis, Miss Black conducted a forum 
on labeling where three housewives and three grocers were 
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on the panel. She opened the meeting with a general talk 
on canned foods and details about descriptive labeling, after 
which the program was open for discussion. 

In Madison, through arrangements made by Secretary Mar- 
vin Verhulst of the Wisconsin Canners Association, Miss Black 
spoke for 15 minutes over station WHA. 


March 23rd Miss Black will speak to the women attending 
the Annual Farmers’ and Homemakers’ Day program of the 
Essex County Agricultural School at Hathorne, Mass. Mrs. 
Ethel Moore, who issued the invitation, has also made arrange- 
ments for Miss Black to speak to several other groups. March 
28th Miss Black will talk to the Contemporary Women’s Club 
of Newark, N. J. 


Asks Bids on Sweet Potatoes 


Bids have been asked by the Procurement Division of the 
Veterans Bureau on 100 dozen No. 24% cans of sweet potatoes 
for delivery at the Veterans Administration Supply Depot 
in Chicago. The bids will be opened on March 30th. 


Alaska Salmon Pack 


Figures compiled by the United States Fisheries Bureau 
from operators’ reports show a total production of 6,669,665 
cases of canned salmon in Alaska in 1937, as compared with 
8,437,603 cases in 1936. The following table shows the 
pack by species and by districts: 


Aver 


1937 1932- 
Cases 


137,317 191 ,867 
834,799 
3,184,750 
50,418 
2,044,694 


6, 306,528 


Southeast Alaska... . 2,944,370 
Central Alaska 2,869, 2,021,984 
Western Alaska * 519. 410 1,340,174 


6,669,665 6,306,528 


Cold Storage Holdings of Fishery Products 


Cold storage holdings of fishery products in the United 
States on February 15th were 11 per cent less than a year 
ago, but 33 per cent greater than the five-year average, ac- 
cording to the Bureau of Fisheries. Holdings on February 
15th amounted to 62,152,000 pounds, compared with 69,629,- 
000 pounds on February 15, 1937, and the five-year average 
of 46,856,000 pounds. During the month ended February 
15th, 6,171,000 pounds of fishery products were frozen com- 
pared with 3,953,000 pounds frozen in the corresponding 
period of 1937. 


Japanese Canned Tuna Exports Continue High 


Shipments of canned tuna from Japan during 1937 totaled 
583,761 cases, an increase of 208,829 cases, or 55.7 per cent, 
compared with 1936, according to the American commercial 
attache at Tokyo. The volume of tuna exports during 1937 
was the second largest on record, having been exceeded only 


in 1933, when Japan exported a total of 680,283 cases. Ship- 
ments of tuna to the United States during 1937 amounted 
to’ 401,933 cases and accounted for 68.7 per cent of the total 
exports. This was a notable increase compared with 1936, 
when shipments to the United States amounted to 219,879 
cases, or 68.6 per cent of the total exports. It was pointed 
out, however, that Japanese exports of canned tuna to the 
United States during 1936 was the lowest year on record 
since 1931. 


Variety Store Sales for February 


Daily average sales of variety stores for February were 
about 3 per cent below February, 1937, according to pre- 
liminary estimates of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. Sales increased about 10 per cent from January 
to February, or slightly less than the usual seasonal amount. 
Sales for the first two months of the year were 3 per cent 
below the comparative period of 1937, without taking into 
account the number of working days. 


Employment and Retail Prices 


The following indexes taken from the published reports 
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate the recent changes 
in employment and payrolls and retail prices. All indexes 
are based on the average for 1923-25 as 100 per cent. 


Employment Payrolls 
Jan. Jan. Dee. 
1937 1938 1987 

80.9 

86.6 


Jan. 
1937 
90.7 
86.3 


7 
6 065 
1 04 9.1 


Retail 
Feb.15 Jan.18 Feb.16 Feb. 15 
1938 «1938 «1937 1933 


83 8&5 60.1 
56.8 77.7 51.3 
9.8 82.2 65.5 
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